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Jean Lafitte — Pirate and Privateer 


With a History of the Pirates of Barataria--and an account of their volunteering for 
the defence of New Orleans; and their daring intrepidity under General Jackson, dur- 
ing the battle of the 8th of January, 1815. For which important service they were par- 
doned by President Madison. 


(Note) Barataria Bay (French: Baie 
de Barataria), also Barrataria Bay, is LOUISIANA MISSISSIPPI 
a bay of the Gulf of Mexico, about 15 


miles (24 km) long and 12 miles (19 Biloxi e 
km) wide, in southeastern Louisiana, Lake — 
in Jefferson Parish and Plaquemines Pontchartrain 


Parish, United States. It is separated \_-->_ 
from the gulf by two barrier islands, Ve 

Grand Isle and Grand Terre. The bay New Orleans Breton 
takes its name from the Spanish novel Ay Sound 


Don Quixote, in which the insula ag 
Barataria, or Barataria island, ap- Barataria Wire, 
pears as a fictional territory governed Bay : 
by Sancho Panza. 


Port @ Bastian 


Jean Lafitte, was born at St. Maloes in Fourchon Bay : 
France, in 1781, and went to sea at the Gulf of 
age of thirteen; after several voyages in Mexico 
Europe, and to the coast of Africa, he 

was appointed mate of a French East 0 Miles 50 
Indiaman, bound to Madras. On the he 


outward passage they encountered a heavy gale off the Cape of Good Hope, which 
sprung the mainmast and otherwise injured the ship, which determined the captain to 
bear up for the Mauritius, where he arrived in safety; a quarrel having taken place on 
the passage out between Lafitte and the captain, he abandoned the ship and refused 
to continue the voyage. Several privateers were at this time fitting out at this island, 
and Lafitte was appointed captain of one of these vessels; after a cruise during which 
he robbed the vessels of other nations, besides those of England, and thus committing 
piracy, he stopped at the Seychelles, and took in a load of slaves for the Mauritius. 
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(Note) St. Maloes (Saint-Malo) is a historic French port in Ille-et-Vilaine, Brittany. 
The French walled city on the English Channel coast had a long history of piracy, 
earning much wealth from local extortion and overseas adventures. Saint-Malo be- 
came notorious as the home of the corsairs, French privateers and pirates. 


ey But being chased by an English 


Bhan . frigate as far north as the equator, 
eng eran he found himself in a very awk- 
© WorldAtlas.com Ganges ward condition; not having provi- 


300 m Kolkata : ; sions enough on board his ship to 
“300 km é puma | carry him back to the French 
India Inawaddy  |COlony. He therefore conceived 
/ the bold project of proceeding to 
the Bay of Bengal, in order to get 
provisions from on board some 
English ships. In his ship of two 
hundred tons, with only two guns 
and twenty-six men, he attacked 
and took an English armed 
schooner with a numerous crew. 
After putting nineteen of his own 
crew on board the schooner, he 
_|took the command of her and 
|proceeded to cruise upon the 
coast of Bengal. 


Godavari 


Puppoyy 


piskpjpy 


He there fell in with the Pagoda, a vessel belonging to the English East India Com- 
pany, armed with twenty-six twelve pounders and manned with one hundred and fifty 
men. Expecting that the enemy would take him for a pilot of the Ganges, he manoeu- 
vred accordingly. The Pagoda manifested no suspicions, whereupon he suddenly 
darted with his brave followers upon her decks, overturned all who opposed them, 
and speedily took the ship. 


(Note) Taken from “THE OLD EAST INDIAMEN" by E. KEBLE CHATTERTON. 
"With this disparity in men and strength it was obvious that Lafitte could only hope 
\for victory by employing artifice. So he manceuured as if he were a pilot for the 
Ganges ready at his station cruising about. The Pagoda came along and was quite 
taken in by this trickery, and, to cut the story short, when it was all too late to get out 
of the trap, the East Indiaman found Lafitte’s ship alongside, and the pirate, together 
with his men, suddenly leapt on board the merchant ship, overcame every opposition 
and very speedily captured the ship." 


After a very successful cruise he arrived safe at the Mauritius, and took the command 
of La Confiance of twenty-six guns and two hundred and fifty men, and sailed for the 
coast of British India. Off the Sand Heads in October, 1807, Lafitte fell in with the 
“Queen” an East Indiaman ship, with a crew of near four hundred men, and carrying 
forty guns; he conceived the bold project of getting possession of her. 


Never was there beheld a more unequal conflict; even the height of the vessel com- 
pared to the feeble privateer augmented the chances against Lafitte; but the difficulty 
and danger far from discouraging this intrepid sailor, acted as an additional spur to 
his brilliant valor. After electrifying his crew with a few words of hope and ardor, he 
manoeuvred and ran on board of the enemy. In this position he received a broadside 
when close too; but he expected this, and made his men lay flat upon the deck. After 
the first fire they all rose, and from the yards and tops, threw bombs and grenades 
into the forecastle of the Indiaman. This sudden and unforeseen attack caused a great 
havoc. In an instant, death and terror made them abandon a part of the vessel near 
the mizen-mast. 


Lafitte, who observed every thing, seized the decisive moment, beat to arms, and forty 
of his crew prepared to board, with pistols in their hands and daggers held between 
their teeth. As soon as they got on deck, they rushed upon the affrighted crowd, who 
retreated to the steerage, and endeavored to defend themselves there. Lafitte there- 
upon ordered a second division to board, which he headed himself; the captain of the 
Indiaman was killed, and all were swept away in a moment. 


Lafitte caused a gun to be loaded with grape, which he pointed towards the place 
where the crowd was assembled, threatening to exterminate them. The English deem- 
ing resistance fruitless, surrendered, and Lafitte hastened to put a stop to the slaugh- 
ter. This exploit, hitherto unparalleled, resounded through India, and the name of 
Lafitte became the terror of English commerce in these latitudes. 
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Lafitte boarding the “Queen” East Indiaman 


British vessels now sailed the Indian Ocean under armed convoys. Game became 
scarce and Lafitte determined to visit France. Around the Cape of Good Hope, he 
coasted to the Gulf of Guinea, and in the Bight of Benin, took two ships loaded with 
gold dust, ivory, and Palm Oil; with this booty he reached St. Maloes in safety. 
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Bight of Benin 
ATLANTIC OCEAN 


(Note) A bight is a concave bend or curvature in a coastline, river or other geo- 
graphical feature, or it may refer to a very open bay formed by such a feature. Such 
bays are typically broad, open, shallow and only slightly recessed. 


After a short stay at his native place he fitted out a brigantine, mounting twenty guns 
and one hundred and fifty men, and sailed for Gaudaloupe. Amongst the West India 
Islands, he made several valuable prizes; but during his absence on a cruise the island 
having been taken by the British, he proceeded to Carthagena, and from thence to 
Barrataria. After this period, the conduct of Lafitte at Barrataria does not appear to be 
characterized by the audacity and boldness of his former career; but he had amassed 
immense sums of booty, and as he was obliged to have dealings with the merchants of 
the United States, and the West Indies, who frequently owed him large sums, and the 
cautious dealings necessary to found and conduct a colony of Pirates and Smugglers 
in the very teeth of a civilized nation, obliged Lafitte to cloak as much as possible his 
real character. 
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As we have said before, at the period of the taking of Gaudaloupe by the British, most 
of the privateers commissioned by the government of that island, and which were 
then on a cruise, not being able to return to any of the West India Islands, made for 
Barrataria, there to take in a supply of water and provisions, recruit the health of their 
crews, and dispose of their prizes, which could not be admitted into any of the ports of 
the United States, we being at that time in peace with Great Britain. Most of the com- 
missions granted to privateers by the French government at Gaudaloupe, having ex- 
pired sometime after the declaration of the independence of Carthagena, many of the 
privateers repaired to that port, for the purpose of obtaining from the new govern- 
ment commissions for cruising against Spanish vessels. Having duly obtained their 
commissions, they in a manner blockaded for a long time all the ports belonging to 
the royalists, and made numerous captives, which they carried into Barrataria. 


Under this denomination is comprised part of the coast of Louisiana to the west of the 
mouths of the Mississippi, comprehended between Bastien bay on the east, and the 
mouths of the river or bayou la Fourche on the west. Not far from the sea are lakes 
called the great and little lakes of Barrataria, communicating with one another by sev- 
eral large bayous with a great number of branches. There is also the island of Bar- 
rataria, at the extremity of which is a place called the Temple, which denomination it 
owes to several mounds of shells thrown up there by the Indians. The name of Bar- 
rataria is also given to a large basin which extends the whole length of the cypress 
swamps, from the Gulf of Mexico to three miles above New Orleans. These waters dis- 
embogue into the gulf by two entrances of the bayou Barrataria, between which lies an 
island called Grand Terre, six miles in length, and from two to three miles in breadth, 
running parallel with the coast. In the western entrance is the great pass of Barrataria, 
which has from nine to ten feet of water. Within this pass about two leagues from the 
open sea, lies the only secure harbor on the coast, and accordingly this was the harbor 
frequented by the Pirates, so well known by the name of Barratarians. 


At Grand Jerre, the privateers publicly made sale by auction, of the cargoes of their 
prizes. From all parts of Lower Louisiana, people resorted to Barrataria, without be- 
ing at all solicitous to conceal the object of their journey. The most respectable inhabi- 
tants of the state, especially those living in the country, were in the habit of purchas- 
ing smuggled goods coming from Barrataria. The government of the United States 
sent an expedition under Commodore Patterson, to disperse the settlement of ma- 
rauders at Barrataria; the following is an extract of his letter to the secretary of war. 


Sir--I have the honor to inform you that I departed from this city on the 11th June, ac- 
companied by Col. Ross, with a detachment of seventy of the 44th regiment of in- 
fantry. On the 12th, reached the schooner Carolina, of Plaquemine, and formed a 
junction with the gun vessels at the Balize on the 13th, sailed from the southwest pass 
on the evening of the 15th, and at half past 8 o'clock, A.M. on the 16th, made the Is- 
land of Barrataria, and discovered a number of vessels in the harbor, some of which 
shewed Carthagenian colors. 


At 2 o'clock, perceived the pirates forming their vessels, ten in number, including 
prizes, into a line of battle near the entrance of the harbor, and making every prepara- 
tion to offer me battle. At 10 o'clock, wind light and variable, formed the order of bat- 
tle with six gun boats and the Sea Horse tender, mounting one six pounder and fifteen 
men, and a launch mounting one twelve pound carronade; the schooner Carolina, 
drawing too much water to cross the bar. At half past 10 o'clock, perceived several 
smokes along the coasts as signals, and at the same time a white flag hoisted on board 
a schooner at the fort, an American flag at the mainmast head and a Carthagenian flag 
(under which the pirates cruise) at her topping lift; replied with a white flag at my 
main; at 11 o'clock, discovered that the pirates had fired two of their best schooners; 
hauled down my white flag and made the signal for battle; hoisting with a large white 
flag bearing the words "Pardon for Deserters"; having heard there was a number on 
shore from the army and navy. 


At a quarter past 11 o'clock, two gun boats grounded and were passed agreeably to my 
previous orders, by the other four which entered the harbor, manned by my barge and 
the boats belonging to the grounded vessels, and proceeded in to my great disappoint- 
ment. I perceived that the pirates abandoned their vessels, and were flying in all di- 
rections. I immediately sent the launch and two barges with small boats in pursuit of 
them. 


At meridian, took possession of all their vessels in the harbor consisting of six 
schooners and one felucca, cruisers, and prizes of the pirates, one brig, a prize, and 
two armed schooners under the Carthagenian flag, both in the line of battle, with the 
armed vessels of the pirates, and apparently with an intention to aid them in any re- 
sistance they might make against me, as their crews were at quarters, tompions out of 
their guns, and matches lighted. Col. Ross at the same time landed, and with his com- 
mand took possession of their establishment on shore, consisting of about forty 
houses of different sizes, badly constructed, and thatched with palmetto leaves. When 
I perceived the enemy forming their vessels into a line of battle I felt confident from 
their number and very advantageous position, and their number of men, that they 
would have fought me; their not doing so I regret; for had they, I should have been 
enabled more effectually to destroy or make prisoners of them and their leaders; but 
it is a subject of great satisfaction to me, to have effected the object of my enterprise, 
without the loss of a man. 
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(Note) Daniel Todd Patterson (March 6, 1786 — August 25, 1839) was an officer 
in the United States Navy during the Quasi-War with France, the First Barbary 
War, and the War of 1812. On October 13, 1803, he fell prisoner upon capture of 
Philadelphia, commanded by William Bainbridge, when the vessel ran aground on 
an uncharted reef off the coast of Tripoli, and remained a captive until his release 
after the signing of a peace treaty between the two sides in 1805. Upon returning 
home, he spent much of his following years on station at New Orleans, Louisiana, 
where he took command after the outbreak of the War of 1812. He was promoted to 
Lieutenant in 1807. On March 21, 1808, he was ordered to report to the New Orleans 
station, under the command of Captain David Porter. He was in semi-independent 
command of a flotilla of gunboats based in Natchez, Mississippi from about January 
1810 to February 1811. On July 24, 1813, Patterson was promoted from Lieutenant 
to Master Commandant. On October 18, 1813, he was given command of the Naval 
Station at New Orleans. On September 16, 1814, Patterson raided the base of the pi- 
rate Jean Laffite at Barataria Bay, in cooperation with Colonel George T. Ross, cap- 
turing six schooners and other small craft. 


11 


The enemy had mounted on their vessels twenty pieces of cannon of different calibre; 
and as I have since learnt, from eight hundred, to one thousand men of all nations 
and colors. 


Early in the morning of the 20th, the Carolina at anchor, about five miles distant, 
made the signal of a "strange sail in sight to eastward"; immediately after she weighed 
anchor, and gave chase the strange sail, standing for Grand Terre, with all sail; at half 
past 8 o'clock, the chase hauled her wind off shore to escape; sent acting Lieut. Sped- 
ding with four boats manned and armed to prevent her passing the harbor; at 9 
o'clock A.M., the chase fired upon the Carolina, which was returned; each vessel con- 
tinued firing during the chase, when their long guns could reach. At 10 o'clock, the 
chase grounded outside of the bar, at which time the Carolina was from the shoalness 
of the water obliged to haul her wind off shore and give up the chase; opened a fire 
upon the chase across the island from the gun vessels. At half past 10 o'clock, she 
hauled down her colors and was taken possession of. She proved to be the armed 
schooner Gen. Boliver; by grounding she broke both her rudder pintles and made wa- 
ter; took from her her armament, consisting of one long brass eighteen pounder, one 
long brass six pounder, two twelve pounders, small arms, &c., and twenty-one pack- 
ages of dry goods. On the afternoon of the 23d, got underway with the whole 
squadron, in all seventeen vessels, but during the night one escaped, and the next day 
arrived at New Orleans with my whole squadron. 


At different times the English had sought to attack the pirates at Barrataria, in hopes 
of taking their prizes, and even their armed vessels. Of these attempts of the British, 
suffice it to instance that of June 23d, 1813, when two privateers being at anchor off 
Cat Island, a British sloop of war anchored at the entrance of the pass, and sent her 
boats to endeavor to take the privateers; but they were repulsed with considerable 
loss. 
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Such was the state of affairs, when on the 2d Sept., 1814, there appeared an armed 
brig on the coast opposite the pass. She fired a gun at a vessel about to enter, and 
forced her to run aground; she then tacked and shortly after came to an anchor at the 
entrance of the pass. It was not easy to understand the intentions of this vessel, who, 
having commenced with hostilities on her first appearance now seemed to announce 
an amicable disposition. Mr. Lafitte then went off in a boat to examine her, venturing 
so far that he could not escape from the pinnace sent from the brig, and making to- 
wards the shore, bearing British colors and a flag of truce. 


Capt. Nicholas Lockyer 


In this pinnace were two naval offi- 
cers. One was Capt. Lockyer, com- 
mander of the brig. The first ques- 
tion they asked was, where was Mr. 
Lafitte? he not choosing to make 
himself known to them, replied 
that the person they inquired for 
was on shore. They then delivered 
to him a packet directed to Mr. 
Lafitte, Barrataria, requesting him 
® |to take particular care of it, and to 

' | deliver it into Mr. Lafitte's hands. 
He prevailed on them to make for 
the shore, and as soon as they got 
near enough to be in his power, he 
made himself known, recommend- 
ing to them at the same time to 
conceal the business on which they 
had come. 


Upwards of two hundred persons 
lined the shore, and it was a gen- 
eral cry amongst the crews of the 
privateers at Grand Terre, that those British officers should be made prisoners and 
sent to New Orleans as spies. It was with much difficulty that Lafitte dissuaded the 
multitude from this intent, and led the officers in safety to his dwelling. He thought 
very prudently that the papers contained in the packet might be of importance to- 
wards the safety of the country and that the officers if well watched could obtain no 
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intelligence that might turn to the detriment of Louisiana. He now examined the con- 
tents of the packet, in which he found a proclamation addressed by Col. Edward 
Nichalls, in the service of his Brittanic Majesty, and commander of the land forces on 
the coast of Florida, to the inhabitants of Louisiana. 


The only known portrait of Sir Edward Nicolls 


(Note) Sir Edward Nicolls KCB (c. 1779 — 5 February 1865) was an Anglo-lrish offi- 
cer of the Royal Marines. Known as "Fighting Nicolls", he had a distinguished military 
career. According to his obituary in The Times, he was "in no fewer than 107 actions, 
in various parts of the world", and had "his left leg broken and his right leg severely 
injured, was shot through the body and right arm, had received a severe sabre cut in 
the head, was bayoneted in the chest, and had lost the sight of an eye. 
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A letter from the same to Mr. Lafitte, the commander of Barrataria; an official letter 
from the honorable W.H. Percy, captain of the sloop of war Hermes, directed to 
Lafitte. When he had perused these letters, Capt. Lockyer enlarged on the subject of 
them and proposed to him to enter into the service of his Brittanic Majesty with the 
rank of post captain and to receive the command of a 44 gun frigate. Also all those un- 
der his command, or over whom he had sufficient influence. He was also offered 
thirty thousand dollars, payable at Pensacola, and urged him not to let slip this oppor- 
tunity of acquiring fortune and consideration. 


On Lafitte's requiring a few days to reflect upon these proposals, Capt. Lockyer ob- 
served to him that no reflection could be necessary, respecting proposals that obvi- 
ously precluded hesitation, as he was a Frenchman and proscribed by the American 
government. But to all his splendid promises and daring insinuations, Lafitte replied 
that in a few days he would give a final answer; his object in this procrastination being 
to gain time to inform the officers of the state government of this nefarious project. 


Having occasion to go to some distance for a short time, the persons who had pro- 
posed to send the British officers prisoners to New Orleans, went and seized them in 
his absence, and confined both them and the crew of the pinnace, in a secure place, 
leaving a guard at the door. The British officers sent for Lafitte; but he, fearing an in- 
surrection of the crews of the privateers, thought it advisable not to see them until he 
had first persuaded their captains and officers to desist from the measures on which 
they seemed bent. With this view he represented to the latter that, besides the infamy 
that would attach to them if they treated as prisoners people who had come with a flag 
of truce, they would lose the opportunity of discovering the projects of the British 
against Louisiana. 


Early the next morning Lafitte caused them to be released from their confinement 
and saw them safe on board their pinnace, apologizing the detention. He now wrote to 
Capt. Lockyer the following letter. To CAPTAIN LOCKYER. Barrataria, 4th Sept. 1814. 


Sir--The confusion which prevailed in our camp yesterday and this morning, and of 
which you have a complete knowledge, has prevented me from answering in a precise 
manner to the object of your mission; nor even at this moment can I give you all the 
satisfaction that you desire; however, if you could grant me a fortnight, I would be en- 
tirely at your disposal at the end of that time. This delay is indispensable to enable me 
to put my affairs in order. You may communicate with me by sending a boat to the 
eastern point of the pass, where I will be found. You have inspired me with more con- 
fidence than the admiral, your superior officer, could have done himself; with you 
alone, I wish to deal, and from you also I will claim, in due time the reward of the ser- 
vices, which I may render to you. Yours, &c. J. LAFITTE. 


His object in writing that letter was, by appearing disposed to accede to their propos- 
als, to give time to communicate the affair to the officers of the state government, and 
to receive from them instructions how to act, under circumstances so critical and im- 
portant to the country. He accordingly wrote on the 4th September to Mr. Blanque, 
one of the representatives of the state, sending him all the papers delivered to him by 
the British officers with a letter addressed to his excellency, Gov. Claiborne of the 
state of Louisiana. 
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(Note) William Charles Cole Claiborne (c. 1773-1775 — November 23, 1817) 
was an American politician, best known as the first non-colonial governor of Louisi- 
ana. Claiborne supervised the transfer of French Louisiana to U.S. control after the 
Louisiana Purchase of 1803. He won the first election for Louisiana's state Governor 
and served through 1816, for a total of thirteen years as Louisiana's executive ad- 
ministrator. New Orleans served as the capital city during both the colonial period 
and the early statehood period. 


' . ¢ MUSTAPHA. 
(A Selution of the above is requested] ‘ 


MISCELLANY. . 

From the New-Orleans Gazette, of August 18th. 

Woe have 80 often mentioned the Baratari- 
an thieves in this Gazette, that we fear the 
subject has become nauscous to our readers ; 
and well'it may, for not an act of smagygling, 
piracy or murder, is perpetrated by them, 
but is as well known to every man in society 
an to ourselves. Yet the disgrace and the 
thischief continue and increase, and God 
koows how soon Lafitte may remove the seat 
of his empire from Baratatia to New-Orleans. 
Scarcely a week passes but we hear of n ves- 
scl being taken, belonging to powers at am- 
ity with tho United States: within the last 
‘month we have received accounts of two 
Russian ships having been captured, a day 
appointed for the sule of their cargeos, and 
Nnunsbers of people from this city attended the 
duction. 

Ic is how three years since the establish- 
ment at Barataria was first formed, during 
which, ata moderate computation, they have 
taken ono hundred vessels, Americans as well 
as neutrals: yet not an individual of the crews 
has escaped to bear witness against them ¢ 
Dead.nen tell no tales, andit is probably truc, 
a8 some have sugested, that 1500 human be- 
ings bave been murdgrad to mako assurance 
doubly suce that these miscreant should es- 
‘cape the hand of justice. But enough ! 
shame and indignution will permit usto go 
no further. The crisis connot endure much 
longer it muet\ soon be decided Whether we 

sh 


still shall constitute an integral part of the 
American Union, or be compelled to’swear 
allegiance to John Lofitte. 


pe uFrom the Albany Register, C a federa? paper. 2. 
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WAV UUTUIBD BU VAUEUTILds upc. 


Binet 
| undressed Cambrics, Muslins, Sarsnets, Cambricks, 


Linnen do. Thread Laces, Cotton do. very fine, Lin- 
nen Threads, white Flannels,red,green and black do, 
The above Goods he proposes selling for 
Cath only, not doubting the prices will be-a suffice 
jent inducement for those who Wish to ouy cheap, to 
call and sce before making their purchases, —” 

N. B. New-York, Connecticut, and Massu- 
chusetis Bank Bills, will be received at js@ for 
Goods as ubove. ALANSON RICHMOND. 

Newport, September 14. 


NEW GOODS, 
English and French DkY GOODS, 
CONSISTING OF 


ALICOES, Cambrics and Ginghams, Jaconett, 
Cambric, and book Muslins, white and colored 


’ Levuntine and Florence Silks, do. do, Sattins, Cun- 


ton and Italian Crapes; paper, pound and fine Pins; 
Silk and Kid Gloves, &c. &c, 
ALSO—Of American Manufactorics, 
Sheeting, Shirting, Ginghanis, Yarns, &c. &c.kc. 
—u very large supply. 
Liketise— 
An addition of Stationary,School & Juvenile Books. 
Lhe above is just received and for sale at JAMES 
HAMMOND?’s Circulating Library and Diy Goods 
Store, No. 104, Thames-street, Newport, KR. 1. 
Auguet 17. 
NOULICK. | 
Apt subscriber having relinquished the retail 
business, requests all persons indebied either 
by note or book account, to call and make payment 
in all this month; all accounts not settled w that 
time will be given to another person for cotlestion. 
P.O RICHMOND 
N.B. A few cases of prime GOUDS are otered 
by the case or piece, as low as can be porchused: in 
Boston. Newport, 5cpt 14... 
pak AL SE LO aS ad tha 
140hhds, MOLASSi.S ; 60 hhas. 
RUM; 10 pipes GIN; 30 bbls, superfine. FLOUR; 
15 half do, do, ; 10 bbs, SUGA R—Just rec'd anil fay | 
sale by " CRANSTON & SHAW. ~~ 
SHAT S. a 
B.& S.G. WEAVER, 


TYAVE just received fromthe Manufucturers of 


Ractan ond Hastfard_ an elecant ageoriment a 


The Rhode-Island Republican September 21, 1814 


To Gov. CLAIBORNE. Barrataria, Sept. 4th, 1814. 


Sir--In the firm persuasion that the choice made of you to fill the office of first magis- 
trate of this state, was dictated by the esteem of your fellow citizens, and was con- 
ferred on merit, I confidently address you on an affair on which may depend the 


safety of this country. I offer to you to restore to this state several citizens, who per- 
haps in your eyes have lost that sacred title. I offer you them, however, such as you 
could wish to find them, ready to exert their utmost efforts in defence of the country. 
This point of Louisiana, which I occupy, is of great importance in the present crisis. I 
tender my services to defend it; and the only reward I ask is that a stop be put to the 
proscription against me and my adherents, by an act of oblivion, for all that has been 
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done hitherto. I am the stray sheep wishing to return to the fold. If you are thoroughly 
acquainted with the nature of my offences, I should appear to you much less guilty, 
and still worthy to discharge the duties of a good citizen. I have never sailed under any 
flag but that of the republic of Carthagena, and my vessels are perfectly regular in that 
respect. If I could have brought my lawful prizes into the ports of this state, I should 
not have employed the illicit means that have caused me to be proscribed. I decline 
saying more on the subject, until I have the honor of your excellency's answer, which I 
am persuaded can be dictated only by wisdom. Should your answer not be favorable 
to my ardent desires, I declare to you that I will instantly leave the country, to avoid 
the imputation of having cooperated towards an invasion on this point, which cannot 
fail to take place, and to rest secure in the acquittal of my conscience. 


I have the honor to be your excellency's, &c. J. LAFITTE. 


The contents of these letters do honor to Lafitte's judgment, and evince his sincere at- 
tachment to the American cause. On the receipt of this packet from Lafitte, Mr. 
Blanque immediately laid its contents before the governor, who convened the com- 
mittee of defence lately formed of which he was president; and Mr. Rancher the 
bearer of Lafitte's packet, was sent back with a verbal answer to desire Lafitte to take 
no steps until it should be determined what was expedient to be done; the message 
also contained an assurance that, in the meantime no steps should be taken against 
him for his past offences against the laws of the United States. 


At the expiration of the time agreed on with Captain Lockyer, his ship appeared again 
on the coast with two others, and continued standing off and on before the pass for 
several days. But he pretended not to perceive the return of the sloop of war, who 
tired of waiting to no purpose put out to sea and disappeared. 


Lafitte having received a guarantee from General Jackson for his safe passage from 
Barrataria to New Orleans and back, he proceeded forthwith to the city where he had 
an interview with Gov. Claiborne and the General. After the usual formalities and 
courtesies had taken place between these gentlemen, Lafitte addressed the Governor 
of Louisiana nearly as follows. I have offered to defend for you that part of Louisiana I 
now hold. But not as an outlaw, would I be its defender. 


In that confidence, with which you have inspired me, I offer to restore to the state 
many citizens, now under my command. As I have remarked before, the point I oc- 
cupy is of great importance in the present crisis. I tender not only my own services to 
defend it, but those of all I command; and the only reward I ask, is, that a stop be put 
to the proscription against me and my adherents, by an act of oblivion for all that has 
been done hitherto. 


"My dear sir," said the Governor, who together with General Jackson, was impressed 
with admiration of his sentiments, "your praiseworthy wishes shall be laid before the 
council of the state, and I will confer with my August friend here present, upon this 
important affair, and send you an answer to-morrow." As Lafitte withdrew, the Gen- 
eral said farewell; when we meet again, I trust it will be in the ranks of the American 
army. The result of the conference was the issuing the following order. 
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Interview between Lafitte, General Jackson, and Governor Claiborne: 


The Governor of Louisiana, informed that many individuals implicated in the offences 
heretofore committed against the United States at Barrataria, express a willingness at 
the present crisis to enroll themselves and march against the enemy. 


He does hereby invite them to join the standard of the United States and is authorised 
to say, should their conduct in the field meet the approbation of the Major General, 
that that officer will unite with the governor in a request to the president of the 
United States, to extend to each and every individual, so marching and acting, a free 
and full pardon. These general orders were placed in the hands of Lafitte, who circu- 
lated them among his dispersed followers, most of whom readily embraced the condi- 
tions of pardon they held out. In a few days many brave men and skillful artillerists, 
whose services contributed greatly to the safety of the invaded state, flocked to the 
standard of the United States, and by their conduct, received the highest approbation 
of General Jackson. 


BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
A PROCLAMATION. 


"Among the many evils produced by the wars, which, with little intermission, have af- 
flicted Europe, and extended their ravages into other quarters of the globe, for a pe- 
riod exceeding twenty years, the dispersion of a considerable portion of the inhabi- 
tants of different countries, in sorrow and in want, has not been the least injurious to 
human happiness, nor the least severe in the trial of human virtue. 


"It had been long ascertained that many foreigners, flying from the dangers of their 
own home, and that some citizens, forgetful of their duty, had co-operated in forming 
an establishment on the island of Barrataria, near the mouth of the river Mississippi, 
for the purpose of a clandestine and lawless trade. The government of the United 
States caused the establishment to be broken up and destroyed; and, having obtained 
the means of designating the offenders of every description, it only remained to an- 
swer the demands of justice by inflicting an exemplary punishment. 


"But it has since been represented that the offenders have manifested a sincere peni- 
tence; that they have abandoned the prosecution of the worst cause for the support of 
the best, and, particularly, that they have exhibited, in the defence of New Orleans, 
unequivocal traits of courage and fidelity. Offenders, who have refused to become the 
associates of the enemy in the war, upon the most seducing terms of invitation; and 
who have aided to repel his hostile invasion of the territory of the United States, can 
no longer be considered as objects of punishment, but as objects of a generous for- 
giveness. 


"It has therefore been seen, with great satisfaction, that the General Assembly of the 
State of Louisiana earnestly recommend those offenders to the benefit of a full par- 
don; And in compliance with that recommendation, as well as in consideration of all 
the other extraordinary circumstances in the case, I, James Madison, President of the 
United States of America, do issue this proclamation, hereby granting, publishing and 
declaring, a free and full pardon of all offences committed in violation of any act or 
acts of the Congress of the said United States, touching the revenue, 
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trade and navigation thereof, or touching the intercourse and commerce of the United 
States with foreign nations, at any time before the eighth day of January, in the 
present year one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, by any person or persons what- 
soever, being inhabitants of New Orleans and the adjacent country, or being inhabi- 
tants of the said island of Barrataria, and the places adjacent; Provided, that every 
person, claiming the benefit of this full pardon, in order to entitle himself thereto, 
shall produce a certificate in writing from the governor of the State of Louisiana, stat- 
ing that such person has aided in the defence of New Orleans and the adjacent coun- 
try, during the invasion thereof as aforesaid. 


"And I do hereby further authorize and direct all suits, indictments, and prosecutions, 
for fines, penalties, and forfeitures, against any person or persons, who shall be enti- 
tled to the benefit of this full pardon, forthwith to be stayed, discontinued and re- 
leased: All civil officers are hereby required, according to the duties of their respective 
stations, to carry this proclamation into immediate and faithful execution. 


"Done at the City of Washington, the sixth day of February, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fifteen, and of the independence of the United States the thirty- 
ninth. 


"By the President, "JAMES MADISON" 
JAMES MONROE, "Acting Secretary of State." 


(Note) James Madison (March 16, 1751 — June 28, 1836) was an American states- 
man, diplomat, and Founding Father who served as the fourth president of the 
United States from 1809 to 1817. Madison was popularly acclaimed the "Father of 
the Constitution" for his pivotal role in drafting and promoting the Constitution of 
the United States and the Bill of Rights. James Monroe (April 28, 1758 — July 4, 
1831) was an American statesman, lawyer, diplomat, and Founding Father who 
served as the fifth president of the United States from 1817 to 1825, a member of the 
Democratic-Republican Party. He was the last Founding Father to serve as presi- 
dent as well as the last president of the Virginia dynasty. 
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Alexandria Gazette February 09, 1815 


The morning of the eighth of January, was ushered in with the discharge of rockets, 
the sound of cannon, and the cheers of the British soldiers advancing to the attack. 
The Americans, behind the breastwork, awaited in calm intrepidity their approach. 
The enemy advanced in close column of sixty men in front, shouldering their muskets 
and carrying fascines and ladders. A storm of rockets preceded them, and an inces- 
sant fire opened from the battery, which commanded the advanced column. The mus- 
ketry and rifles from the Kentuckians and Tennesseans, joined the fire of the artillery, 
and in a few moments was heard along the line a ceaseless, rolling fire, whose tremen- 
dous noise resembled the continued reverberation of thunder. One of these guns, a 
twenty-four pounder, placed upon the breastwork in the third embrasure from the 
river, drew, from the fatal skill and activity with which it was managed, even in the 
heat of battle, the admiration of both Americans and British; and became one of the 
points most dreaded by the advancing foe. 
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The Enquirer (Richmond VA) January 25, 1815 


Here was stationed Lafitte and his lieutenant Dominique and a large band of his men, 
who during the continuance of the battle, fought with unparalleled bravery. The 
British already had been twice driven back in the utmost confusion, with the loss of 
their commander-in-chief, and two general officers. Two other batteries were manned 
by the Barratarians, who served their pieces with the steadiness and precision of vet- 
eran gunners. In the first attack of the enemy, a column pushed forward between the 
levee and river; and so precipitate was their charge that the outposts were forced to 
retire, closely pressed by the enemy. Before the batteries could meet the charge, clear- 
ing the ditch, they gained the redoubt through the embrasures, leaping over the para- 
pet, and overwhelming by their superior force the small party stationed there. Lafitte, 
who was commanding in conjunction with his officers, at one of the guns, no sooner 
saw the bold movement of the enemy, than calling a few of his best men by his side, 
he sprung forward to the point of danger, and clearing the breastwork of the en- 
trenchments, leaped, cutlass in hand, into the midst of the enemy, followed by a score 
of his men, who in many a hard fought battle upon his own deck, had been well tried. 


22 


Astonished at the intrepidity which could lead men to leave their entrenchments and 
meet them hand to hand, and pressed by the suddenness of the charge, which was 
made with the recklessness, skill and rapidity of practised boarders bounding upon 
the deck of an enemy's vessel, they began to give way, while one after another, two 
British officers fell before the cutlass of the pirate, as they were bravely encouraging 
their men. All the energies of the British were now concentrated to scale the breast- 
work, which one daring officer had already mounted. While Lafitte and his followers, 
seconding a gallant band of volunteer riflemen, formed a phalanx which they in vain 
assayed to penetrate. 


The British finding it impossible to take the city and the havoc in their ranks being 
dreadful, made a precipitate retreat, leaving the field covered with their dead and 
wounded. 


General Jackson, in his correspondence with the secretary of war did not fail to notice 
the conduct of the "Corsairs of Barrataria," who were, as we have already seen, em- 
ployed in the artillery service. In the course of the campaign they proved, in an un- 
equivocal manner, that they had been misjudged by the enemy, who a short time pre- 
vious to the invasion of Louisiana, had hoped to enlist them in his cause. Many of 
them were killed or wounded in the defence of the country. Their zeal, their courage, 
and their skill, were remarked by the whole army, who could no longer consider such 
brave men as criminals. In a few days peace was declared between Great Britain and 
the United States. 
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The piratical establishment of Barrataria having been broken up and Lafitte not being 
content with leading an honest, peaceful life, procured some fast sailing vessels, and 
with a great number of his followers, proceeded to Galvezton Bay, in Texas, during the 
year 1819; where he received a commission from General Long; and had five vessels 
generally cruising and about 300 men. Two open boats bearing commissions from 
General Humbert, of Galvezton, having robbed a plantation on the Marmento river, of 
negroes, money, &c., were captured in the Sabine river, by the boats of the United 
States schooner Lynx. 
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A committee of the Legislature of Virginia, 
to whom the subject had been referred, have 
nade a lengthy report on the law relative to 
Duelling, which concludes with a recom- 
mendation to that body to pass a resolve de- 
claring it to be unconstitutional. 


New-York, Dec. 23. 
AWFUL &ND ALARMING OCCVARENCE. 
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One of the men was hung by Lafitte, who dreaded the vengeance of the American gov- 
ernment. The Lynx also captured one of his schooners, and her prize that had been for 
a length of time smuggling in the Carmento. One of his cruisers, named the Jupiter, 
returned safe to Galvezton after a short cruise with a valuable cargo, principally 
specie; she was the first vessel that sailed under the authority of Texas. 


The American government well knowing that where Lafitte was, piracy and smuggling 
would be the order of the day, sent a vessel of war to cruise in the Gulf of Mexico, and 
scour the coasts of Texas. Lafitte having been appointed governor of Galvezton and 
one of the cruisers being stationed off the port to watch his motions, it so annoyed 
him that he wrote the following letter to her commander, Lieutenant Madison. 


To the commandant of the American cruiser, off the port of Galvezton. 


Sir--I am convinced that you are a cruiser of the navy, ordered by your government. I 
have therefore deemed it proper to inquire into the cause of your living before this 
port without communicating your intention. I shall by this message inform you, that 
the port of Galvezton belongs to and is in the possession of the republic of Texas, and 
was made a port of entry the 9th October last. And whereas the supreme congress of 
said republic have thought proper to appoint me as governor of this place, in conse- 
quence of which, if you have any demands on said government, or persons belonging 
to or residing in the same, you will please to send an officer with such demands, 
whom you may be assured will be treated with the greatest politeness, and receive ev- 
ery satisfaction required. But if you are ordered, or should attempt to enter this port 
in a hostile manner, my oath and duty to the government compels me to rebut your 
intentions at the expense of my life. 


To prove to you my intentions towards the welfare and harmony of your government I 
send enclosed the declaration of several prisoners, who were taken in custody yester- 
day, and by a court of inquiry appointed for that purpose, were found guilty of rob- 
bing the inhabitants of the United States of a number of slaves and specie. The gentle- 
men bearing this message will give you any reasonable information relating to this 
place, that may be required. 


Yours, &c. 


J. LAFITTE. 


(Note) As early as 1818, there were British complaints of slaves entering the United 
States along the Sabine River, and the United States collector of customs at New Or- 
leans assigned the revenue cutter "Lynx" to frequent cruises in the Gulf opposite the 
Sabine estuary. There are no reports of the cutter's interception of any slave ships, 
but in October, 1819, the "Lynx" intercepted Capt. George Brown, one of Lafitte's 
most obnoxious pirates, as he battled an unarmed American merchantman off 
Sabine Pass. The cutter drove Brown's schooner onto McFaddin Beach, and a month 
later, Lafitte hanged Brown from a yardarm in Galveston Bay. 
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About this time one Mitchell, who had formerly belonged to Lafitte's gang, collected 
upwards of one hundred and fifty desperadoes and fortified himself on an island near 
Barrataria, with several pieces of cannon; and swore that he and all his comrades 
would perish within their trenches before they would surrender to any man. Four of 
this gang having gone to New Orleans on a frolic, information was given to the city 
watch, and the house surrounded, when the whole four with cocked pistols in both 
hands sallied out and marched through the crowd which made way for them and no 
person dared to make an attempt to arrest them. 


The United States cutter, Alabama, on her way to the station off the mouth of the Mis- 
sissippi, captured a piratical schooner belonging to Lafitte; she carried two guns and 
twenty-five men, and was fitted out at New Orleans, and commanded by one of 
Lafitte's lieutenants, named Le Fage; the schooner had a prize in company and being 
hailed by the cutter, poured into her a volley of musketry; the cutter then opened 
upon the privateer and a smart action ensued which terminated in favor of the cutter, 
which had four men wounded and two of them dangerously; but the pirate had six 
men killed; both vessels were captured and brought into the bayou St. John. An expe- 
dition was now sent to dislodge Mitchell and his comrades from the island he had 
taken possession of; after coming to anchor, a summons was sent for him to surren- 
der, which was answered by a brisk cannonade from his breastwork. The vessels were 
warped close in shore; and the boats manned and sent on shore whilst the vessels 
opened upon the pirates; the boat's crews landed under a galling fire of grape shot 
and formed in the most undaunted manner; and although a severe loss was sustained 
they entered the breastwork at the point of the bayonet; after a desperate fight the pi- 
rates gave way, many were taken prisoners but Mitchell and the greatest part escaped 
to the cypress swamps where it was impossible to arrest them. A large quantity of dry 
goods and specie together with other booty was taken. Twenty of the pirates were 
taken and brought to New Orleans, and tried before Judge Hall, of the Circuit Court of 
the United States, sixteen were brought in guilty; and after the Judge had finished 
pronouncing sentence of death upon the hardened wretches, several of them cried out 
in open court, Murder--by God. 


Accounts of these transactions having reached Lafitte, he plainly perceived there was 
a determination to sweep all his cruisers from the sea; and a war of extermination ap- 
peared to be waged against him. 


In a fit of desperation he procured a large and fast sailing brigantine mounting sixteen 
guns and having selected a crew of one hundred and sixty men he started without any 
commission as a regular pirate determined to rob all nations and neither to give or re- 
ceive quarter. A British sloop of war which was cruising in the Gulf of Mexico, having 
heard that Lafitte himself was at sea, kept a sharp look out from the mast head; when 
one morning as an officer was sweeping the horizon with his glass he discovered a 
long dark looking vessel, low in the water, but having very tall masts, with sails white 
as the driven snow. As the sloop of war had the weather gage of the pirate and could 
outsail her before the wind, she set her studding sails and crowded every inch of can- 
vass in chase; as soon as Lafitte ascertained the character of his opponent, he ordered 
the awnings to be furled and set his big square-sail and shot rapidly through the wa- 
ter; but as the breeze freshened the sloop of war came up rapidly with the pirate, who, 
finding no chance of escaping, determined to sell his life as dearly as possible; the 
guns were cast loose and the shot handed up; and a fire opened upon the ship which 
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killed a number of men and carried away her foretopmast, but she reserved her fire 
until within cable's distance of the pirate; when she fired a general discharge from her 
broadside, and a volley of small arms; the broadside was too much elevated to hit the 
low hull of the brigantine, but was not without effect; the foretopmast fell, the jaws of 
the main gaff were severed and a large proportion of the rigging came rattling down 
on deck; ten of the pirates were killed, but Lafitte remained unhurt. The sloop of war 
entered her men over the starboard bow and a terrific contest with pistols and cut- 
lasses ensued; Lafitte received two wounds at this time which disabled him, a grape 
shot broke the bone of his right leg and he received a cut in the abdomen, but his crew 
fought like tigers and the deck was ankle deep with blood and gore; the captain of the 
boarders received such a tremendous blow on the head from the butt end of a musket, 
as stretched him senseless on the deck near Lafitte, who raised his dagger to stab him 
to the heart. But the tide of his existence was ebbing like a torrent, his brain was 
giddy, his aim faltered and the point descended in the Captain's right thigh; dragging 
away the blade with the last convulsive energy of a death struggle, he lacerated the 
wound. Again the reeking steel was upheld, and Lafitte placed his left hand near the 
Captain's heart, to make his aim more sure; again the dizziness of dissolution spread 
over his sight, down came the dagger into the captain's left thigh and Lafitte was a 
corpse. 


The upper deck was cleared, and the boarders rushed below on the main deck to com- 
plete their conquest. Here the slaughter was dreadful, till the pirates called out for 
quarter, and the carnage ceased; all the pirates that surrendered were taken to Ja- 
maica and tried before the Admiralty court where sixteen were condemned to die, six 
were subsequently pardoned and ten executed. 


Thus perished Lafitte, a man superior in talent, in knowledge of his profession, in 
courage, and moreover in physical strength; but unfortunately his reckless career was 


Death Of Lafitte 
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More notes and speculation on Lafitte's later years 


In 1821, the schooner USS Enterprise was sent to Galveston to remove Lafitte from 
the Gulf. One of the pirate's captains had attacked an American merchant ship. 
Lafitte agreed to leave the island without a fight, and on May 7, 1821, departed on 
The Pride. His men burned the Maison Rouge, fortress, and settlement. Lafitte re- 
portedly took immense amounts of treasure with him, and was accompanied by his 
mulatta mistress and an infant son . Maison Rouge is believed to have stood at 1417 
Harborside Drive near the Galveston wharf, but the foundations there have been 
dated to the 1870s. 


Most of his men had believed that Lafitte had a valid privateering commission al- 
though there was confusion as to which country had issued it. Two weeks after set- 
ting sail, they captured a Spanish ship, which they sent to Galveston, hoping the 
Longs would smuggle the goods to New Orleans. Lafitte's men buried some of the 
cargo on the island and ran the captured vessel aground, but an American patrol 
spotted the ship and, after investigating, discovered the buried cargo. Several of 
Lafitte's men were arrested and convicted of piracy. 


The remainder of the crew rejoined Lafitte, who finally acknowledged that he did 
not have a valid commission. He said his ships would sail as pirates. Almost half of 
the combined crew refused to sail as pirates; Lafitte allowed them to leave aboard 
his largest ship, the brig General Victoria. That night his remaining men reboarded 
the General Victoria and destroyed its masts and spars, crippling the ship, but they 
left the crew unharmed. 


Lafitte and his men continued to take Spanish ships in the Gulf of Mexico and often 
returned to Galveston or the barrier islands near New Orleans to unload cargo or 
take on supplies arranged by Pierre. The congressional delegation in Louisiana be- 
gan to demand that the federal government do something to halt the smuggling, and 
more US Navy ships were sent to the Gulf. Their patrols and interventions reduced 
the number of active pirates in the region.[88] In October or November 1821, 
Lafitte's ship was ambushed as he attempted to ransom a recent prize. After first es- 
caping with some crew, he and his men were captured and jailed. On February 13, 
he escaped, likely with outside help. 
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Over the next few months, Lafitte established a base along the coast of Cuba, where 
he bribed local officials with a share of the profits. In late April 1822, Lafitte was 
captured again after taking his first American ship. The American warship which 
captured him turned Lafitte over to the local authorities, who promptly released 
him. When Lafitte and other pirates operating in the area began attacking merchant 
ships carrying legal goods to Cuba, they angered Cuban officials. By the end of 1822, 
Cuba had banned all forms of sea raiding. 


In June 1822, Lafitte approached the officials in the Great Colombia, whose govern- 
ment under General Simon Bolivar had begun commissioning former privateers as 
officers in its new navy. Lafitte was granted a commission and given a new ship, a 
43-ton schooner named General Santander in honor to Vice-President General 
Francisco de Paula Santander. For the first time, Lafitte was legally authorized to 
take Spanish ships. 


Lafitte continued to patrol the shipping lanes around Cuba. In November 1822, he 
made news in the American press after escorting an American schooner through the 
pirate-infested area and providing them with extra cannon balls and food. 


In February 1823, Lafitte was cruising off the town of Omoa, Honduras, on his 
schooner General Santander. Omoa was the site of the largest Spanish fort in Cen- 
tral America, built to guard the Spanish silver shipments from the mines of Teguci- 
galpa to overseas destinations. Lafitte attempted to take what appeared to be two 
Spanish merchant vessels on the night of February 4. It was cloudy with low visibil- 
ity. The Spanish ships appeared to be fleeing but at 10:00 pm turned back for a 
frontal counterattack against Lafitte's ship. The Spanish ships were heavily armed 
privateers or warships and returned heavy fire. 


Wounded in the battle, Lafitte is believed to have died just after dawn on February 5. 
He was buried at sea in the Gulf of Honduras. The Gaceta de Cartagena and the 
Gaceta de Colombia carried obituaries that noted, "the loss of this brave naval offi- 
cer is moving." No American newspaper published an obituary of him. 


Did Jean Lafitte survive? 


A 2021 book makes the claim that Lafitte faked his death in the Caribbean, then 
moved to Mississippi where he met the Henderson family from Lincolnton, North 
Carolina. He then followed the Hendersons to Lincolnton, changed his name to 
Lorenzo Ferrer and lived the rest of his life there, dying in 1875. Ferrer is buried in 
what’s known locally as “the Pirate’s Grave” at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. To sup- 
port their claims about Lafitte’s later life the book’s co-authors found a document in 
the Princeton University Library from Lafitte’s lawyer and Lafitte’s best friend stat- 
ing he was kept in hiding long after he was believed to be dead and a very old sword 
with the inscription, “J.N. Laffite” (how Lafitte spelled his name) was found at the 
Lincolnton Freemason’s Lodge, Ferrer and Henderson helped found. 
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Larry W Jones is a songwriter, having penned over 7,700 song lyrics. Published in 22 
volumes of island themed, country, cowboy, western and bluegrass songs. The entire 
assemblage is the world’s largest collection of lyrics written by an individual song- 
writer. As a wrangler on the “Great American Horse Drive”, at age 68, he assisted in 
driving 800 half-wild horses 62 miles in two days, from Winter pasture grounds in far 
NW Colorado to the Big Gulch Ranch outside of Craig Colorado. 


His book, “The Oldest Greenhorn”, chronicles the adventures and perils in earning 
the “Gate-to-Gate” trophy belt buckle the hard way, on the hurricane deck of a fiery 
red quarterhorse that proved what the term "prancing horse" really means! 
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